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Week 1

Topic:

IMHWanN N1’ 13 NN

TOPIC DISCUSSION

Should one buy challah or bake challah for Shabbat?

Be a Mohel or get a Mohel for his son’s Brit Milah?

Write his own Sefer Torah or have someone else write it for him?
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Mishnaf m5wa 12 wIpn w1 — A man can betroth a woman either personally or

through his agent. ' mmbwa M2 nwIpnn MYXT — A woman can accept
kiddushin and become betrothed either personally or through her agent. nx Wpn wiNxg
imM5wW31 12 1Y KMWD in2 — A man may give his daughter in betrothal when she is a
naarah, either personally or through his agent.

Gemara The Gemara opens with a question:
wIpn imbwa Xnwi — Now, if the Mishnah teaches that [a man] may betroth

a woman through his agent, Xyyam ja— is it also necessary to state that he may
betroth her personally? This is obvious, and need not be mentioned explicitly! — ? —

The Gemara replies:
0o 271 "X — Rav Yosef said: By adding the word “personally,” the Mishnah teaches that
1m$xp;:n ani 12 Mmyn — it is a greater mitzvah for a man to betroth a woman personally
than to do so through his agent ./ Xw™ 7™Mmn X100 377 X1 ™ — As we find that Rav
Safra would personally singe the head of the animal whose meat was being prepared for
the Sabbath meal,” xv¥a"w nbn X371 — and Rava would personally salt the shibutta” in
preparation for this meal.

The Gemara notes another view concerning the importance of betrothing a woman
personally rather than through an agent:
MnKRT XX — There are some who say 2 N\X M1 XN7P'X X132 — that there is also a
prohibition involved in this, i.e. in betrothing through an agent, 27 "mx T ATy — as
Rav Yehudah said in the name of Rav. 27 "X i7im 21 "XT — For Rav Yehudah said
in the name of Rav: mINTW Ty MWK NX W' 0185 Mox — It is forbidden for a man
to betroth a woman until he sees her, Tn 7127 72 X7 XYW — lest he see something
unseemly in her after they are married, "9y manm — and she will then become
repulsive to him. He would then transgress a Torah law, for he would view his wife with
contempt, 703 qy7% NaaX), MK XM — whereas the Torah states: You shall love
your fellow as yourself."

The Gemara now shows how this second view would interpret Rav Yosef’s explanation of
the Mishnah:®
qoi 277 MK 131 — And according to the current view, when Rav Yosef’s [teaching] was
stated, "M XDpX — it was stated in reference to the second part of the Mishnah:
HD"?W:“ ai=] nw*l,?nn TYNRIT — A WOMAN CAN BECOME BETROTHED PERSONALLY OR THROUGH
HER AGENT. Concerning this clause, the question was raised: X pm nmbwa xnwi — Now, if
the Mishnah teaches that [a woman] can become betrothed through her agent, 2
Xwam — is it also necessary to state that she personally can accept kiddushin? This is
obvious! foi" 27 "M — To this, Rav Yosef replied: nm‘m‘:m ani a2 myn — The word
“personally” is mentioned because it is a greater mitzvah for a woman to accept kiddushin
personally than for her to do so through her agent. ¥ xw™ 7 X700 217 87 12 — As
we find that Rav Safra would personally singe the head of the animal being prepared for
the Sabbath meal, Xv12" nSn X371 — and Rava would personally salt the shibutta in
preparation for this meal. 13 Mm% XX X132 Y3x — However, in this [case] of a woman,
even though it is preferable for her to accept kiddushin herself, there is no prohibition
involved in her accepting kiddushin through an agent, w'p% w13 — as can be seen from
the saying of Reish Lakish. v"p% w™ "mx7 — For Reish Lakish told of a saying popular
among women: 1'719115 :m;'?n EER 1Y) :m;‘? av — “It is better to live as two together than
to live alone.” '
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A mohel whose wife is pregnant and
wants to know if his wife has a boy, can
he appoint a different mohel to the brit
milah and he will be the sandak (holding
the baby on his lap), with a messenger
being the mohel?

Is that permitted or perhaps since he
knows how to do milah, it is greater to
do it yourself than to use a messenger?

There are two reasons why one should
rather do a Mitzva himself.

Rashi: since you areis exerting more
energy you will be receiving more
reward but not that using a messenger
is degrading to the Mitzva in any way

The Hida learns, that using a messenger
shows disrespect towards the mitzvah,
by not choosing to do it yourself.

Proof to the Hida: since according to
Rashi it's the old age rule of based on
the struggle is the reward, why is it
mentioned as an independent ruling?
Must be like the Hida.
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It could be that it was to teach you, that
don't think since you are not doing it
yourself its disrespectful and it's a sin
worthy of punishment, the rule teaches
you it is just better to do it yourself
but it also works if you do it through a
messenger.

It is known that the mitzvah to be a
sandak at a bris is a great mitzvah. The
Maharil would dip in the mikveh, wash
himself and would say the Mitzvah of
the sandak is greater than being the
mohel, since his lap is compared to an
altar that would have the ketoret burnt
on. The Maharil also said; if there is a
mohel and sandak in shul, we give the
sandak an aliyah first..

So regarding our question: if the father
knows how to do milah, he should make
someone else a messenger to be the
mohel, since it is impossible to do both
at one, we wouldn't want him to be
mohel as he may mess up and its best
if the mohel is standing. Even though
he will miss out on the reward of doing
mitzvah yourself, the reward for being
sandak supersedes it.
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Is it better to have a nicer writing of
a sefer torah using someone else or
should you do it yourself? yx.

QUESTION

ITINN NP0 RH NINNN NWYT RIND DR 117V PN
“571 PRI 171N 9D0 2IN20H NN N0 ,70 DD
NTR 971NN 1707 9910 1OW? DRI ITINN AN

J1Y X L, TV

Why can't | use a n*bw to wear tefillin for me if | can use one for marriage?

7719 ‘0N

Why can’t you make a messenger to sit
in the sukka for you, or put tefillin for
you?

Any mitzvah which involves a persons
body cannot be done by a messenger.
By divorce it works, since the document
has his name on it, he is the one
divorcing, the messenger is only the
one who is actually handing it over. So
too marriage, the messenger is giving
the ring, but she is still married to the
husband.

By sukka you can have someone build it
for you but you will sit in it. But if your
friend sat in it or wore tzizit you did
nothing.
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